
















































































































































































































































































































































































































The Significance of International Exchange Based on
Exchange Agreements with Schools Overseas and Its
Weakness: The case of Kanazawa University
Kyoko Kobayashi Hillman
ABSTRACT
This study explores the present situation and issues related to international exchange based 
on exchange agreements between the Japanese national universities and schools overseas 
from the perspective of a College of William and Mary-based Japanese scholar who received 
a one-year appointment at Kanazawa University' s International Student Center (Kanazawa 
University has an exchange agreement with the College of William and Mary).
The Ministry of Education has promoted the plan of annual accepting 10,000 exchange 
students from overseas for years.  Furthermore, catch phrases such as "the promotion of the 
international exchange" and "foreign exchange students" have been frequently appeared 
during discussions on reform of Japanese universities.  However, issues such as the current 
imbalance of student exchanges based on exchange agreements and the vague definition of 
the word, "ryuugakusei (foreign exchange student) should be further discussed as each 
Japanese university decides on its future management strategies.
In the case of Kanazawa University, a rapid increase in the number of the affiliated schools 
overseas has led to the question of whether Kanazawa University should accept students from 
schools which historically have had an agreement with it longer over students from newly 
affiliated schools.  Student orientations and courses on the introduction of Japanese culture 
should be considered Kanazawa University' s strengths.  On the other hand, more systematic 
improvements such as the appropriate placement of English speaking staff, the improvement 
of the Japanese language courses and the addition of better student counseling programs must 
be considered.
  Kanazawa University will be able to enhance its strengths in promoting the international 
exchange for both Japanese and foreigners if it succeeds in opening the eyes of faculty and 
staff members eye to the outside world.
